
Wednesday, October 2nd, 2024 

 About the call post that the corporation sent out last night. This is another ploy by the company to scare the 

membership. The corporation has created all of these problems, which include: layoffs, losses in profits, ma-

nipulating the market by raising prices, not sticking to the commitments in the 2023 agreement and refusing 

to meet with our International Staff. They are running this company into the ground and expect us not to 

stop them from doing it. You may or may not be aware, the dealership network, the shareholders, the suppli-

ers and our members have zero confidence in Carlos Tavares. If the corporation isn't going to meet with our 

International Staff and settle this, we'll need to take immediate action to correct these problems. 

 If you listened to the person on the call post- he says they are committed to putting product in the U.S., cre-

ating jobs and supporting our communities. DO NOT BUY THIS BULLSHIT! What they are committed to is load-

ing product in Mexico, Canada and anywhere else other than the U.S. 

 The corporation doesn't get to spin the narrative on this, we know what the agreements are in the contract. 

We know the condition that the corporation has put themselves in wasn't created by the cost of the 2023 

agreement. They have mismanaged this company and want us to wear it. 

They have stepped away from the Belvidere commitment, they are pulling the next gen Durango out of JNAP, 

what's next? Do not for one minute think that they are done. 

 We need to stand together in solidarity to uphold this contract, whether you voted yes or no for it. Both 

sides agreed to it, both sides need to adhere to it. 

 

Monday, October 21st, 2024  

Membership Meeting reminder:  Just a reminder here, we have a Membership meeting this Saturday at 

noon. The posting is below. At this meeting, we as a membership, need to talk about taking a strike vote in 

the next couple of weeks. Please attend if you can. This meeting will be open to Local 1268 members and  

retirees. Those currently associated with Local 1178 should attend that Membership meeting being held at 

the same time this meeting is taking place. 

Return to Home Labor Market email:  A while back, I emailed everyone to give a heads up on corporate 

sending out emails to everyone that transferred out of Belvidere. This email from corporate was supposed to 

open up the process for you to sign up to come back home. We have heard nothing back from corporate on 

this after I asked for clarification on this process from them. This process is supposed to be set up this year 

and hasn't been done yet. We will stay on this, when we get more information, I'll let everyone know what's 

coming. 

Rally at Hardrock Casino:  This Friday, October 25th at 1pm to 4pm the Rockford Casino Worker's Coalition 

will be having a rally. This will take place at the Casino (address below on posting). We have several Unions 

working with the employees at the Casino to help them organize their Union. Local 1268 is also helping in this 

effort. If this drive is successful, we will be bringing in some new members to our Local from the Casino. This 

rally is open to all of our members to attend. We are looking to show them they have support in their efforts 

in organizing. Anyone that has contacted me in the past about wanting to be involved in organizing, this 

event would be something you should try to be at. 

 

 



Food giveaway: Our next food distribution date will be November 2nd. It starts at 10:00am, if you'd like to 

volunteer, please get here at 8:45am.  At this event, we will be giving away coats to anyone that needs them 

while supplies last. We are currently collecting coats and other cold weather gear at the Hall. If you'd like to 

donate new items or gently used items, please drop them off at the Hall before Saturday November 2nd.  

Let me know if you have any questions.  

Matt Frantzen 
President 
UAW Local 1268 
Ph. 815-544-2111 
matthewfrantzen@uaw1268.org 

 

Tuesday, October 29, 2024 

Good morning,  

Attached below is the posting for the strike vote. This vote is a necessary step in our process to show this 

company that we do not agree with the decisions that they are making that directly impact our livelihood. 

This vote is necessary to give our International Union the leverage they need in addressing the decisions the 

corporation has made to cancel the commitments made in Belvidere and the Detroit Assembly Complex.  

If we don't stop them now, what other commitments will they walk away from next? They will not stop with 

just these two locations. If we don't vote in favor of the strike here and at every other Local in the corpora-

tion, then we need to decide what our tipping point will be to stop the losses. If 5.5 Billion in commitments 

and thousands of jobs isn't enough, then what is enough to stand up and stop this corporation? The corpora-

tion is citing that market conditions are to blame for these decisions, it is not market conditions that are  

controlled by customer demand that created this mess, it is the result of mismanagement by Carlos Tavares.  

Continued on next page 



There are several Locals that have already voted or are currently setting up their own strike votes. They are 

doing this to show their support and solidarity for Belvidere and Detroit Assembly Complex. All the work that 

has taken place and continues to take place to fight for us will be for nothing if we do not approve our own 

strike vote. I don't believe there will be an issue passing this vote in favor of a strike. I want everyone to un-

derstand the disappointing statement we make here locally if it doesn't pass. We'd literally be saying that we 

are ok with the commitments not being followed through with for Belvidere and Detroit Assembly Complex. 

If you have any questions before you vote, please get with me between now and the day of the vote. I'll be 

here during the hours of the vote to answer any questions that you may have.  

This vote is for all active and laid off members. 

Matt Frantzen 
President 

UAW Local 1268 
Ph. 815-544-2111 

matthewfrantzen@uaw1268.org 



Thursday, October 31, 2024 





Next Thursday November 7th, we will take the necessary step here to secure our future by voting to approve 

a strike. We are going to notify everyone that we aren't going to accept the corporation's decision to break 

their commitments to us in Belvidere and to our Brothers and Sisters at JNAP. I urge everyone from Local 

1268 (active and laid off) to vote yes. Again, it starts with us, if we want the support of all Locals, we need to 

have a great turnout and overwhelmingly approve of this strike!  

Voting details- 

Location-  UAW Local 1268 Hall  

Date-  Thursday November 7th, 2024  

Time-  5:00am to 5:00pm  

Wednesday, October 30, 2024 

 Morning. Please read the information below. There's also an attachment. 

If you have any questions, please contact Mike Moe at the Hall.  

Good morning all.  As we enter the home stretch in this election cycle, we are putting out the word for GOTV 

(Get Out The Vote) activities this election day November 5.  Any UAW member that is active, laid off, or re-

tired is eligible to earn $100 as a contracted worker on election day.  You will be expected to work between 4

-6 hours depending on how many volunteers show up.  This extra money will in no way affect any SUB or un-

employment you may be receiving.  As it is less than $600, it is not required to be reported to any agency, 

therefore you will not claim it when you certify or submit for SUB. 

  Fo those interested, we will be starting at the Carpenters Local 792 Hall located at 212 S. First ST in Rockford 

at 9 am on election day.  There is a sign up sheet at the hall as we are trying to have an idea of how many vol-

unteers we will have on election day.  You can call the hall at 815-544-2111 if you would like your name to be 

added to the list.  If you have any questions, please call the hall and speak with Mike Moe as he is the Area 

CAP Chair. 

  Additionally, we are looking for volunteers this Saturday to help as well.  There is no pay for this Saturday, 

but it will let you practice much of what you will be doing on election day.  For those interested in partici-

pating this Saturday, we will be meeting at the Carpenters Local 792 Hall at 10 am and volunteering for about 

2-3 hours.  Above all remember to vote this election day.  When you do so, remember who the politicians are 

that stand and support us, and the ones who couldn't give a damn about us.  I have enclosed the UAW en-

dorsement sheet for you to review. 

Matt Frantzen 
President 

UAW Local 1268 
Ph. 815-544-2111 






