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Changing Disabilities Into Abilities
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May 2025

Dear Golf Participant/Supporter:

The Ottawa Friendship House and UAW Region 4 Golf Invitational is scheduled for Saturday, July 26,
2025, at Deer Park Golf Club. We thank you in advance for your support and donation(s) to the Ottawa
Friendship House (Tax ID: 36-2600477).

In the early 1950s, Jane McCormick, a mother of a young son born with Down syndrome, recognized the
pressing need for structured programs to support children with Intellectual and Developmental
Disabilities (IDD). Teaming up with Pat and Theresa Greathouse, alongside other concerned parents,
McCormick spearheaded the establishment of Echo School, initially named Every Child Hope and
Opportunity, in 1953. Echo School emerged as a crucial alternative to institutional care for children with
disabilities, thriving thanks to robust community support and the generosity of United Auto Worker
(UAW) Region 4 members, whose contributions were pivotal to its success.

By 1966, the original cohort of children had reached adulthood, requiring avenues for purposeful and
meaningful lives. Thus, Echo School transitioned into Ottawa Friendship House, broadening its scope to
embrace inclusion, social integration, and the enrichment of the lives of adults with IDD. This evolution
stood as a testament to the enduring legacy of advocacy and solidarity championed by UAW’s Region 4
and families like the Greathouses.

In the late 1970s and early 1980s, Ottawa Friendship House relocated to its present location just south of
Ottawa, constructing its initial residential homes for semi-independent living. Among the first residents
was Bob, one of the inaugural students at Echo School, who also engaged in Friendship House’s sheltered
employment program.

Over the vyears, Friendship House has expanded its services significantly, establishing Community
Integrated Living Arrangements (CILAs), Intermittent Community Integrated Living Arrangements (ICILAs),
supportive day programming, and a Community Employment initiative. Notably, the sheltered
employment program has transitioned into a professional work center, ensuring that adults with IDD
receive a living wage and are no longer dependent on piece-rate positions. These advancements are the
fruits of collaborative efforts among families, UAW Region 4, and the broader community, driving
Friendship House’s mission forward and enabling individuals with IDD to realize their full potential.

Today, Ottawa Friendship House stands as a beacon of collective action and solidarity, serving 100
individuals from Ottawa and neighboring communities. The enduring legacy of Jane McCormick, UAW
Region 4, and the journey from Echo School to Ottawa Friendship House underscores the profound impact
of advocacy, compassion, and community support in uplifting the rights and dignity of over 100 individuals
with IDD in Ottawa, lllinois, and its surrounding areas.

If you have questions or need any additional information regarding the golf invite, please contact Kelli
Harrison at (309) 645-4960.

» Sincerely, /% /5 ot

Brandon W. Campbetlt; Director Tony Barrett, Executive Director
Region 4, UAW Ottawa Friendship House

900 E Center Street, Ottawa, IL 61350
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Changing Disabilities Into Abilities CHARITY GOLF OUTING
SATURDAY, JULY 26, 2025
DEER PARK GOLF CLUB
100 DEER PARK LANE, OGLESBY, IL 61348

REGISTRATION BEGINS AT 9-9:45 A.M. AND 10 A.M. SHARP START — FOOD PROVIDED

GOLF REGISTRATION FORM
DEADLINE FOR REGISTRATION: FRIDAY, JUNE 27, 2025

UESTIONS CALL: 1 (847) 459-3888 X
g (847) Price v
GOLD SPONSOR: ACKNOWLEDGED, COURSE SIGN, AND FOURSOME $1,400.00
SILVER SPONSOR: ACKNOWLEDGED & COURSE SIGN, AND FOURSOME $1,150.00
BRONZE SPONSOR: ACKNOWLEDGED & COURSE SIGN $550.00
HOLE SPONSOR: COURSE SIGN $200.00
TEAM: NO SPONSORSHIP $400.00
INDIVIDUAL: NO SPONSORSHIP $100.00
MAKE ALL CHECKS PAYABLE TO: OTTAWA FRIENDSHIP HOUSE FLAT DONATION
Total
VENDOR/LOCAL UNION NAME: Enclosed:
ADDRESS: CITY, STATE, ZIP
CONTACT PERSON NAME: CELL: EMAIL:
GOLFER #1 EMAIL:
GOLFER #2 EMAIL:
MaiL CHECKS & REGISTRATION FORM TO:
OTTAWA FRIENDSHIP HOUSE
GOLFER #3 EMAIL: 1718 N 25257 RD

OTTAWA, IL 61350

EMAIL A COPY OF REGISTRATION FORM TO:
GOLFER #4 EMAIL: YESPINOSA@UAW.NET
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{719 UAW REGION 4
Four Person Best Shot
Charity Golf Outing

SATURDAY, JULY 26, 2025

DEER PARK GOLF CLUB
100 DEER PARK LANE, OGLESBY, IL61348

ALL GOLFERS, SPOUSES, FAMILY AND FRIENDS OF MEMBERS
AS WELL AS RETIREES ARE INVITED TO PLAY

9-9:45 A.M. - REGISTRATION
10 A.M. SHARP - SHOTGUN START

*DRESS ATTIRE IS REQUIRED; No DENIM AND INDIVIDUALS MUST WEAR A COLLARED SHIRT*

REGISTRATION DEADLINE: Friday, June 27, 2025

ONLINE REGISTRATION:

https://friendshiphouse.networkforgood.com/events/85698-charity-golf-outing-uaw-region-4-
ottawa-friendship-house

REGISTRATION BY MAIL:
UAW Region 4 Registration Form

MOBILE REGISTRATION: E'

Entry Fee: $100 Per Player- ” # All Inclusive

* See registration form or website for Golf, Cart, Prizes, and Food.
sponsorship opportunities. gca» ),{8 No Dinner provided.

PGC Hotel Rooms available Friday, July 25th & Saturday, July 26"
$70 per room, per night
For room reservations call: (847) 459-3888
or Email: yespinosa@uaw.net

For Further Information Contact:
Kelli Harrison, IL CAP Representative
(309) 645-4960
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