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H e l l o ,  R e g i o n  4 !  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  t a k i n g  i n  t h i s  e d i t i o n  o f  R 4  A c t i o n  N o w !  A s  y o u  w i l l  s e e  i n  t h i s  i s s u e ,  w e  a r e  m a k i n g

n o t e  o f  W o m e n ’ s  H i s t o r y  M o n t h  a n d  t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  w o m e n  m a k e  t o  o u r  u n i o n .  S e c r e t a r y  T r e a s u r e r  M o c k ,  V i c e

P r e s i d e n t  D i c k e r s o n ,  R e g i o n a l  D i r e c t o r  E n g l i s h  a r e  b u t  a  f e w  f e m a l e  U A W  l e a d e r s  b r e a k i n g  g l a s s  c e i l i n g s  a n d

e n s u r i n g  t h e  c o l l e c t i v e  v o i c e s  o f  W o m e n  a r e  h e a r d  o n  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  E x e c u t i v e  B o a r d .  R e s t  a s s u r e d ,  r i g h t  h e r e  i n

R e g i o n  4 ,  f i e r c e  a n d  p a s s i o n a t e  w o m e n  s u c h  a s  R 4  R e p s  K e l l i  H a r r i s o n ,  S h a w a n a  W o o d s ,  H e a t h e r  K e a g ,  L a u r a  H e b e r t ,

a n d  s o  m a n y  L o c a l  U n i o n  S i s t e r s  c l i m b i n g  t h e  r a n k s ,  a r e  t h e  l e a d i n g  e d g e  o f  f i g h t i n g  f o r  j u s t i c e  a c r o s s  o u r  1 2  s t a t e s .

A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  s o  m u c h  o f  t h e  w o r k  o f  R e g i o n  4  w o u l d  b e  l e f t  u n d o n e  i f  n o t  f o r  t h e  u n i o n  s i s t e r s  o f  t h e  O f f i c e  o f

P r o f e s s i o n a l  E m p l o y e e s  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  U n i o n  ( O P E I U ) ,  o u r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s t a f f ,  w h o  l a b o r  d a y  i n  a n d  d a y  o u t  e n s u r i n g

R e g i o n  4  S t a f f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  h a v e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s u c c e e d .  T h a n k  y o u  a l l  f o r  y o u r  s e r v i c e  t o  o u r  u n i o n !

I n  t h i s  s e a s o n ,  w e  m u s t  a l s o  r e f l e c t  o n  F e b r u a r y ’ s  B l a c k  H i s t o r y  M o n t h  a n d  t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  m a d e  t o  o u r  u n i o n  b y

c o u n t l e s s  b l a c k  l a b o r  l e a d e r s  w h o  h a v e   b r o u g h t  v i s i o n a r y  l e a d e r s h i p  a n d  i n v a l u a b l e  i n s i g h t  a t  e v e r y  s t a g e  o f  o u r

u n i o n .  R e g i o n  4  i s  f o r t u n a t e  t o  h a v e  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i v e r s i t y  t h a t  c o m e s  w i t h  r e p r e s e n t i n g  m e m b e r s  f r o m

o u r  l a r g e  c i t i e s  o f  C h i c a g o ,  D e n v e r ,  M i n n e a p o l i s ,  a n d  S t  L o u i s ,  t o  o u r  s m a l l e r  r u r a l  c o m m u n i t i e s  i n  t h e  M N  I r o n  R a n g e

t o  M a r s h a l l t o w n ,  I A ,  D e x t e r ,  M O ,  a n d  C o f f e e v i l l e ,  K S .  T h i s  d i v e r s i t y  o f  r a c e ,  r e l i g i o n ,  b a c k g r o u n d  a n d  b e i n g  e n a b l e s

t h e  c r e a t i v i t y  n e c e s s a r y  t o  b e t t e r  a d d r e s s  s i g n i f i c a n t  c h a l l e n g e s  w o r k e r s  f a c e  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y .  

T h i s  i s  t h e  p r e m i s e  o f  I s s u e  6  o f  R 4  A c t i o n  N o w .  U A W  m e m b e r s  a r e  t i r e d  o f  h o p i n g  p o l i t i c i a n s ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  p a r t y ,  w i l l

c o m e  t o  t h e i r  s e n s e s  a n d  d o  r i g h t  b y  w o r k i n g  f o l k s .  W e ’ r e  t i r e d  o f  p o l i t i c i a n s  r i c h  i n  p l a t i t u d e s  b u t  b a n k r u p t  w h e n

l e g i s l a t i o n  i s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h o s e  w h o  c a n n o t  f u n d  t h e i r  n e x t  c a m p a i g n .  W h i l e  s o m e t i m e s ,  s o m e  l e g i s l a t o r s

d e m o n s t r a t e  s u p p o r t  f o r  w o r k e r s ,  t h e s e  i n s t a n c e s  a r e  t o o  f e w  a n d  f a r  b e t w e e n .  L e t  u s  a l s o  b e  c l e a r ,  n e i t h e r  p a r t y

d o e s  e n o u g h  f o r  l a b o r .  D e m o c r a t s  i n  I l l i n o i s  c a r r i e d  t h e  W o r k e r s ’  R i g h t s  A m e n d m e n t  t o  c o m p l e t i o n  a n d  R e p u b l i c a n s

i n  K a n s a s  s u p p o r t e d  l a i d  o f f  L o c a l  3 1  m e m b e r s .  O n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  t h e  G o v e r n o r  o f  C o l o r a d o ,  a  D e m o c r a t ,  v e t o e d  a

b i l l  t h a t  w o u l d  h a v e  e n d e d  C o l o r a d o ’ s  o d d  l a w  t h a t  r e q u i r e s  w o r k e r s  t o  h o l d  a  s e c o n d  v o t e ,  a f t e r  t h e y ’ v e  a l r e a d y

v o t e d  t o  f o r m  t h e i r  u n i o n ,  w i t h  a  7 5 %  t h r e s h o l d  t o  g a i n  t h e  r i g h t  t o  b a r g a i n  a  u n i o n  s e c u r i t y  c l a u s e .  R e p u b l i c a n s  h a v e

p u s h e d  f o r  ‘ r i g h t - t o - w o r k ’  l a w s  a c r o s s  t h e  R e g i o n  a n d  a d v a n c e d  c u t s  t o  c o l l e c t i v e  b a r g a i n i n g  r i g h t s  a n d  w o r k e r s

c o m p e n s a t i o n  l a w s .  W e  e x p e c t  l e g i s l a t o r s ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  p a r t y ,  t o  w e l c o m e  t h e  w o r k  w e  d o  i n  s o l i d a r i t y  w i t h  w o r k e r s .

U A W  m e m b e r s  s o m e t i m e s  a s k  w h y  t h e i r  u n i o n  i s  i n v o l v e d  i n  p o l i t i c s  a t  a l l .  T h e s e  a r e  j u s t  a  f e w  r e a s o n s .  A s  y o u  s e e  i n

t h i s  i s s u e ,  R e g i o n  4  m e m b e r s  a r e  n o t  s i t t i n g  b a c k  h o p i n g  a  f r i e n d  w i l l  w i n  e l e c t i o n .  R E G I O N  4  M E M B E R S  A R E

S T A N D I N G  U P  A N D  T A K I N G  A C T I O N ,  N O W !   W h e n  U A W  m e m b e r s  a s k  w h y  w e ’ r e  i n v o l v e d  i n  p o l i t i c s ,  t h e  a n s w e r  i s

s i m p l e .  W E  M U S T  B E !  I f  w e  d o n ’ t  h a v e  a  v o i c e  i n  l e g i s l a t i v e  h a l l s ,  o n l y  t h e  C E O ’ s  v o i c e s  w i l l  b e  h e a r d !   
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U n i o n  m e m b e r s  t y p i c a l l y  m a k e  m o r e  p e r  w e e k  t h a n  n o n - u n i o n  w o r k e r s  -  b u t

t h e  b o n u s  i s  l a r g e r  y e t  f o r  w o m e n .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  N a t i o n a l  W o m e n ’ s  L a w

C e n t e r ,  n o n - u n i o n  w o r k e r s  e x p e r i e n c e  a  g e n d e r  w a g e  g a p  o f  1 8  c e n t s  o n

t h e  d o l l a r  c o m p a r e d  t o  1 2  c e n t s  o n  t h e  d o l l a r  f o r  u n i o n  m e m b e r s .  G r e a t e r

w a g e  t r a n s p a r e n c y ,  f o r m a l  g r i e v a n c e  p r o c e s s e s ,  s t a n d a r d i z a t i o n  i n

c o l l e c t i v e l y  b a r g a i n e d  w a g e s ,  a n d  u n i o n  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  t o  a d d r e s s  w a g e

c o m p l a i n t s  a r e  i m p o r t a n t  c o n t r i b u t o r s  t o  t h e  s h r i n k i n g  w a g e  g a p  w o m e n

a r e  e x p e r i e n c i n g  a s  u n i o n  m e m b e r s .  W h i l e  t h e  g e n d e r  p a y  g a p  h a s  s l i g h t l y

n a r r o w e d  f o r  a l l  f u l l t i m e  w o r k e r s  o v e r  t h e  p a s t  t w o  d e c a d e s  i n  t h e  U n i t e d

S t a t e s ,  m o s t  c o n s i s t e n t l y  f o r  w o r k e r s  a g e s  2 5 - 3 4  ( P e w  R e s e a r c h  C e n t e r ) ,

t h e r e  i s  s t i l l  p o l i c y  w o r k  t o  b e  d o n e  i f  w o m e n  a r e  t o  e n j o y  e q u a l  f i n a n c i a l

s e c u r i t y  t o  m e n .  

T h e  L a b o r  m o v e m e n t  i s  a t  t h e  f o r e f r o n t  o f  t h e s e  p o l i c y  b a t t l e s  a c r o s s  t h e

s t a t e s .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  E c o n o m i c  P o l i c y  I n s t i t u t e ,  w e  n e e d  p o l i c i e s  t h a t

l i f t  w a g e s  f o r  a l l  w o r k e r s  w h i l e  a l s o  r e d u c i n g  t h e  g e n d e r  a n d  r a c i a l / e t h n i c

p a y  g a p s ,  s u c h  a s  r u n n i n g  t h e  e c o n o m y  a t  f u l l  e m p l o y m e n t ,  r a i s i n g  t h e

f e d e r a l  m i n i m u m  w a g e ,  a n d  p r o t e c t i n g  a n d  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  w o r k e r s ’  r i g h t s  t o

b a r g a i n  c o l l e c t i v e l y  f o r  h i g h e r  w a g e s ,  p a i d  f a m i l y  l e a v e ,  a n d  m o r e

a f f o r d a b l e  h e a l t h c a r e .  W e  n e e d  a c c u r a t e  f e d e r a l  r e p o r t i n g  o f  p a y  b y

g e n d e r ,  r a c e ,  a n d  e t h n i c i t y ;  r e g u l a t i o n s  t h a t  p r o h i b i t  e m p l o y e r s  f r o m

a s k i n g  a b o u t  p a y  h i s t o r y ;  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  e m p l o y e r s  t o  p o s t  p a y  b a n d s

w h e n  h i r i n g ;  a n d  a d e q u a t e  s t a f f i n g  a n d  f u n d i n g  f o r  t h e  E q u a l  E m p l o y m e n t

a n d  O p p o r t u n i t y  C o m m i s s i o n  ( E E O C ) .  

T h e  E O C C  h a s  b e g u n  a n n o u n c i n g  t h e i r  2 0 2 6  c h a n g e s  t o  p o l i c y  a n d

p r o c e d u r e  u n d e r  t h e  T r u m p  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  T o  d a t e ,  t h e y  h a v e  r e s c i n d e d

g u i d a n c e  o n  h a r a s s m e n t  i n  t h e  w o r k p l a c e  a n d  c o n s o l i d a t e d  p o w e r  t o

p o l i t i c a l l y  a p p o i n t e d  c o m m i s s i o n e r s  i n  a p p r o v i n g  o r  d i s a p p r o v i n g

l i t i g a t i o n .  T h e  C o m m i s s i o n  i s  a l s o  s i g n a l i n g  a  s h i f t  i n  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f  t h e

P r e g n a n t  W o r k e r s  F a i r n e s s  A c t  t o w a r d  r e d u c i n g  a c c o m m o d a t i o n s  f o r

p r e g n a n t  w o m e n  a n d  n a r r o w i n g  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  “ r e l a t e d  m e d i c a l

c o n d i t i o n s ” .  I n  t h e  y e a r s  a h e a d  i t  w i l l  b e  m o r e  c r i t i c a l  t h a n  e v e r  t o  h a v e

e m p l o y e e  r i g h t s  e x p l i c i t l y  o u t l i n e d  i n  o u r  b a r g a i n i n g  a g r e e m e n t s  a s  f e d e r a l

p o l i c y  w e a k e n s  o n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  w o r k e r .  D e f e n d i n g  w o r k i n g  f a m i l i e s

r e q u i r e s  d e f e n d i n g  t h e  c i v i l  r i g h t s  o f  w o r k i n g  w o m e n .
sf/opeiu494afl-cio

T h e  N a t i o n a l  C o n f e r e n c e  o f  S t a t e

L e g i s l a t u r e s  i s  a  g r e a t  r e s o u r c e

f o r  p r i m a r y  e l e c t i o n  d a t e s ,

l e g i s l a t i v e  c a l e n d a r s ,  a n d  p o l i c y

t r e n d s  a c r o s s  t h e  s t a t e s  t h i s

e l e c t i o n  y e a r .   

I L L I N O I S :   M A R C H  1 7 T H

N E B R A S K A :   M A Y  1 2 T H

I O W A :  J U N E  2 N D

M O N T A N A :  J U N E  2 N D

S O U T H  D A K O T A :  J U N E  2 N D

N O R T H  D A K O T A :  J U N E  9 T H

C O L O R A D O :  J U N E  3 0 T H

K A N S A S :  A U G U S T  4 T H

M I S S O U R I :  A U G U S T  4 T H

M I N N E S O T A :  A U G U S T  1 1 T H

W I S C O N S I N :  A U G U S T  1 1 T H

W Y O M I N G :  A U G U S T  1 8 T H

R4 ELECTION DATES
2026 PRIMARIES:

UNION WOMEN EARN MORE
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EQUAL PAY DAY
E q u a l  P a y  D a y  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s

w a s  i n a u g u r a t e d  b y  t h e  N a t i o n a l

C o m m i t t e e  o n  P a y  a n d  E q u i t y  i n

1 9 9 6 ,  a s  a  s y m b o l i c  d a y  h i g h l i g h t i n g

h o w  f a r  i n t o  t h e  y e a r  w o m e n  m u s t

w o r k  t o  e a r n  w h a t  m e n  e a r n e d  t h e

p r e v i o u s  y e a r .  C o m m u n i t i e s  h a v e

b e g u n  c e l e b r a t i n g  E q u a l  P a y  D a y

t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  m o n t h  o f  M a r c h  t o

r a i s e  a w a r e n e s s  a n d  d i r e c t  p o l i c y

g o a l s  t o  s h r i n k i n g  t h e  w a g e  g a p .  
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F r a n k  H e n d e r s o n  i s  r u n n i n g  f o r  o f f i c e  i n  t h e  K a n s a s

S t a t e  H o u s e  D i s t r i c t  6  t h i s  e l e c t i o n  y e a r ,  w h e r e  h e

h o p e s  t o  b e  a  v o i c e  f o r  w o r k i n g  p e o p l e .  F r a n k  h a s  b e e n  a

U A W  M e m b e r  f o r  2 6  y e a r s  a t  L o c a l  U n i o n  7 1 0 ,  w h e r e  h e

h a s  w a s  f i r s t  e l e c t e d  t o  o f f i c e  a s  a  C h a i r p e r s o n  i n  2 0 1 1

a n d  h a s  s e r v e d  a s  R e c o r d i n g  S e c r e t a r y  f o r  t h e  p a s t  e i g h t

y e a r s .  T h r o u g h  l e a d e r s h i p  r o l e s  a t  h i s  u n i o n ,  F r a n k

b e g a n  t o  s e e  h o w  g o v e r n m e n t  p o l i c i e s  d i r e c t l y  a f f e c t

w o r k e r s ,  i n s p i r i n g  h i m  t o  b e c o m e  m o r e  i n v o l v e d  i n

p o l i t i c s .  H e  c u r r e n t l y  s e r v e s  a s  C o - C h a i r  t o  t h e  M i a m i

C o u n t y  D e m o c r a t i c  P a r t y  i n  t h e  r u r a l  d i s t r i c t  o f  K a n s a s

w h e r e  h e  l i v e s  w i t h  h i s  f a m i l y ,  a s  w e l l  a s  p r e c i n c t

c o m m i t t e e  p e r s o n .  F r a n k  i s  r u n n i n g  a s  a  D e m o c r a t

b e c a u s e  h e  b e l i e v e s  t h e i r  p o l i c i e s  a r e  b e t t e r  f o r  w o r k i n g

a n d  m i d d l e  c l a s s  f a m i l i e s .   H i s  p r i o r i t y  a f t e r  w i n n i n g

e l e c t i o n  i s  w o r k i n g  w i t h  l e g i s l a t o r s  o n  l a b o r - f r i e n d l y

b i l l s .  F r a n k  i s  h o p i n g  b y  r u n n i n g  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e  h e

c a n  i n s p i r e  m o r e  r a n k  a n d  f i l e  u n i o n  m e m b e r s  t o  r u n  f o r

o f f i c e  a s  w e l l .  H e  b e l i e v e s  U A W  m e m b e r s  a n d  a l l

w o r k i n g  p e o p l e  s h o u l d  c a r e  a b o u t  p o l i t i c s  b e c a u s e  t h e

l a w s  p a s s e d  a f f e c t  o u r  e v e r y  d a y  l i v e s  a n d  j o b s .  H e

w o u l d  l i k e  t o  s e e  u n i o n  m e m b e r s  i n v o l v e d  a s  b r o a d l y  a s

p o s s i b l e  i n  o u r  g o v e r n m e n t  p o l i c i e s .  T H A N K  Y O U  t o

F r a n k  f o r  s t a n d i n g  u p  t o  i m p r o v e  h i s  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  h i s

c o u n t r y  f r o m  a l l  o f  u s  a t  U A W  R 4 .
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 FRANK HENDERSON FOR KANSAS
L E T ’ S  B E  F R A N K !  A N

A R M Y  V E T E R A N ,  A

F A T H E R  O F  S I X ,  A N D  A

P R O U D  U N I O N

M E M B E R ,  F R A N K

K N O W S  H O W  T O  F I G H T

F O R  A  F A I R  D E A L .  

M a r c q u e s  D e r b y  i s  r u n n i n g  f o r  o f f i c e

i n  I o w a  S t a t e  H o u s e  D i s t r i c t  9 9  t h i s

e l e c t i o n  y e a r ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e

p e o p l e  w h o  m a k e  I o w a  w o r k .  T h e

f i g h t  f o r  g o o d  j o b s ,  f a i r  w a g e s ,  a n d

s t r o n g e r  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  i s  a l l  t o o  r e a l

i n  S o u t h e a s t  I o w a ,  w h e r e  M a r c q u e s ’

B u r l i n g t o n  C A S E  p l a n t  w i l l  c l o s e  f o r

g o o d  i n  M a y  o f  t h i s  y e a r .  M a r c q u e s

b e l i e v e s  h i s  c o m m u n i t y  d e s e r v e s

b e t t e r  i n v e s t m e n t  a n d  b e t t e r

l e a d e r s h i p .  A s  a n  A R M Y  v e t e r a n  a n d

c u r r e n t  B a r g a i n i n g  C h a i r  o f  L o c a l

8 0 7 ,  M a r c q u e s  i s  a l l  t o o  f a m i l i a r  w i t h

t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  t h a t  a c c o m p a n y

l e a d e r s h i p  a n d  s e r v i c e .  P o l i t i c s  i s  n o t

a n  a b s t r a c t i o n  t o  M a r c q u e s ;  i t  i s  t h e

d e t e r m i n a n t  o f  w h e t h e r  f a m i l i e s  c a n

l i v e  a n d  w o r k  i n  t h e i r  c o m m u n i t i e s .

I n s t e a d  o f  h e l p i n g  w o r k i n g  f a m i l i e s ,

t h e  I o w a  l e g i s l a t u r e  i s  m a k i n g  h a r d

t i m e s  h a r d e r  b y  c u t t i n g  a n d  d e l a y i n g

u n e m p l o y m e n t  b e n e f i t s  a s  f a c t o r i e s

c l o s e  a n d  j o b  l o s s e s  c l i m b .  O n c e

e l e c t e d ,  M a r c q u e s ’  p r i o r i t y  i s

p r o t e c t i n g  a n d  g r o w i n g  e x i s t i n g  j o b s ,

l o c a l  s e r v i c e s ,  a n d  t h e  l o n g - t e r m

s t a b i l i t y  o f  l o c a l  s c h o o l s  a n d

h e a l t h c a r e  s y s t e m s  i n  S o u t h e a s t  I A .

T H A N K  Y O U  t o  M a r c q u e s  f o r  a c t i n g

o n  h i s  c o n v i c t i o n s  a n d  p u t t i n g  t h e

w o r k i n g  p e o p l e  o f  I o w a  f i r s t  a g a i n .

DERBY FOR IOWA

C A M P A I G N  C O N T R I B U T I O N S :

A C T  B L U E  S E C U R E  L I N K

/ D E R B Y F O R I O W A

C A M P A I G N  W E B S I T E :

F R A N K H E N D E R S O N F O R K A N S A S . O R G
C A M P A I G N  C O N T R I B U T I O N S :  

A C T  B L U E  S E C U R E  L I N K

https://secure.actblue.com/donate/marcques-derby-1
https://www.facebook.com/people/Derby-For-Iowa/61584192563299/?mibextid=wwXIfr&rdid=QI5Iv23mGLRzJzOg&share_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fshare%2F1AEGwHqtMR%2F%3Fmibextid%3DwwXIfr
https://frankhendersonforkansas.com/
https://secure.actblue.com/donate/frank-henderson-4ksh6


P U T  T H E  S O L I D  B A C K

I N  S O L I D A R I T Y !

D O N A L D  L O O N E Y  I S

R E A D Y  F O R  T H E

W O R K I N G  F A M I L I E S

O F  M I S S O U R I  T O  B E

H E A R D .

D o n a l d  L o o n e y  i s  r u n n i n g  f o r  M i s s o u r i  S t a t e  H o u s e  D i s t r i c t  6 3

t h i s  e l e c t i o n  y e a r ,  d e t e r m i n e d  t o  t u r n  h i s  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  i n t o  a

w o r k e r - f r i e n d l y  p o l i t i c a l  b o d y .  A  U A W  m e m b e r  o f  l o c a l  u n i o n

2 2 5 0  i n  W e n t z v i l l e ,  M O ,  s i n c e  2 0 1 4 ,  D o n a l d  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  u n i o n

m e m b e r s  d o n ’ t  a l w a y s  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  e c o n o m i c  a n d  p o l i t i c a l

p o w e r  t h a t  t h e y  p o s s e s s  i n  c o a l i t i o n  w i t h  w o r k i n g  f a m i l i e s .  W h e n

e l e c t e d ,  h e  p l a n s  t o  m a k e  o u r  v o i c e s  h e a r d .  D o n a l d  i s  a  l o u d  a n d

p r o u d  D e m o c r a t  w i t h  a n  i n t e r e s t  i n  p o l i t i c s  a n d  A m e r i c a n  h i s t o r y

t r a c i n g  b a c k  t o  h i s  c h i l d h o o d .  H e  v i v i d l y  r e c a l l s  t h e  1 9 8 4

M o n d a l e / F e r r a r o  p r e s i d e n t i a l  c a m p a i g n  a s  a n  e a r l y  s p a r k  t o  h i s

e n g a g e m e n t  i n  c u r r e n t  a f f a i r s  a n d  p o l i t i c s .  H e  h a s  b e e n  r e a d i n g

a n d  d e v o u r i n g  h i s t o r y  a n d  b r e a k i n g  n e w s  e v e r  s i n c e .  D o n a l d

s t a r t e d  g e t t i n g  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  h i s  l o c a l  C A P  c o u n c i l  i n  2 0 1 6  w i t h

q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  U A W  c a n d i d a t e  e n d o r s e m e n t  p r o c e s s .  H e  h a s

n o w  s e r v e d  a s  t h e  L U  2 2 5 0  C A P  C h a i r  f o r  t h r e e  y e a r s  w i t h  a  g r e a t

a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  U A W  a n d  t h e  L a b o r  m o v e m e n t

a n d  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  r o l e s  i n  w o r k e r  r i g h t s ,  c i v i l  r i g h t s ,  a n d  t h e

d e m o c r a t i c  p r o c e s s .  A f t e r  w i n n i n g  h i s  e l e c t i o n ,  D o n a l d ’ s

p r i o r i t i e s  i n c l u d e  l i v i n g  w a g e s  a n d  h e a l t h c a r e  f o r  w o r k i n g

f a m i l i e s .  A  s u p p o r t e r  o f  M i s s o u r i ’ s  2 0 2 4  P r o p o s i t i o n  A  b a l l o t

m e a s u r e  f o r  h e a l t h y  f a m i l i e s  a n d  f a i r  w a g e s ,  D o n a l d  p l a n s  t o  h o l d

l e g i s l a t o r s  a c c o u n t a b l e  w h o  h a v e  r e p e a l e d  t h i s  i n i t i a t i v e ,  d e n y i n g

M O  w o r k e r s  C O L A  a n d  p a i d  s i c k  l e a v e .  H e  l o o k s  f o r w a r d  t o

w o r k i n g  w i t h  l e g i s l a t o r s  a n d  c i t i z e n s  w h o  w a n t  t o  f i g h t  f o r

w o r k e r s .  T H A N K  Y O U  t o  D o n a l d  f o r  b r i n g i n g  s o l i d a r i t y  t o  t h e

f o r e f r o n t  a n d  s t a n d i n g  u p  f o r  w o r k i n g  f a m i l i e s  i n  h i s  s t a t e .  
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DON LOONEY FOR MISSOURI

/ L O O N E Y 4 M I S S O U R I

C A M P A I G N  C O N T R I B U T I O N S :

A C T  B L U E  S E C U R E  L I N K

/ S A N D Y W E L C H 4 R O C K C O U N T Y

U A W  L o c a l  9 5  V i c e  P r e s i d e n t ,  S a n d y

W e l c h ,  i s  r u n n i n g  f o r  R o c k  C o u n t y

B o a r d  o f  S u p e r v i s o r s  D i s t r i c t  2 8  t h i s

e l e c t i o n  y e a r  i n  h e r  h o m e  s t a t e  o f

W i s c o n s i n .  S a n d y  h a s  b e e n  a  m e d i c a l

t r a n s c r i p t i o n i s t  a t  a  l a r g e

h e a l t h c a r e  f a c i l i t y  a n d  a  p r o u d  U A W

m e m b e r  f o r  2 5  y e a r s .  S h e  h a s  b e e n

e n g a g e d  i n  p o l i t i c s  f o r  s o m e  t i m e ,

s e r v i n g  a s  V i c e  P r e s i d e n t  t o  t h e  L U

9 5  C A P  C o u n c i l .  T h i s  w i l l  b e  t h e

f i r s t  p u b l i c  o f f i c e  t h a t  S a n d y  h a s  r u n

f o r ,  t h o u g h  i t  i s  s o m e t h i n g  s h e  h a s

l o n g  c o n s i d e r e d  p u r s u i n g  a s  a

c o m m u n i t y  l e a d e r .  I s s u e s  o f  v i t a l

i m p o r t a n c e  t o  S a n d y  i n c l u d e

a f f o r d a b l e  d a y c a r e  f o r  w o r k i n g

p a r e n t s ,  h o u s i n g  a n d  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e ,

a s  w e l l  a s  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  s e r v i c e s

a n d  r e s o u r c e s  t o  f a m i l i e s  w h o  f i n d

t h e m s e l v e s  i n  d i f f i c u l t  t i m e s .  S a n d y

w a s  a  p a r t  o f  t h e  2 0 2 5  s t r i k e  a t  h e r

l o c a l  u n i o n ,  w h i c h  s h e  b e l i e v e s

o p e n e d  a  l o t  o f  p e o p l e ’ s  e y e s  t o  t h e

s t r u g g l e s  o f  w o r k e r s .  T h e  v a l u e  o f

h a v i n g  a  u n i o n  o n  h e r  s i d e  h a s  b e e n

i m p o r t a n t  t o  S a n d y .  S h e  l o o k s

f o r w a r d  t o  w i n n i n g  h e r  r a c e  a n d

b r i n g i n g  l a b o r  i s s u e s  t o  t h e

f o r e f r o n t  o n  h e r  c o u n t y  b o a r d .

T H A N K  Y O U  t o  S a n d y  f o r  r i s i n g  u p

t o  m e e t  t h e  n e e d s  o f  W i s c o n s i n

w o r k i n g  f a m i l i e s .  

 FOR ROCK COUNTY
 SANDY WELCH 

C A M P A I G N  C O N T R I B U T I O N S :   A C T  B L U E  S E C U R E  L I N K

https://www.facebook.com/Looney4Missouri?mibextid=wwXIfr&rdid=1YSJSoNEy5fd2NZF&share_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fshare%2F17dgQJu9Ds%2F%3Fmibextid%3DwwXIfr
https://secure.actblue.com/donate/sandy-welch-1
https://www.facebook.com/sandywelch4rockcounty?mibextid=wwXIfr&rdid=MqfdIUYUD8Z7fQTb&share_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fshare%2F1DUq3hCvfG%2F%3Fmibextid%3DwwXIfr
https://secure.actblue.com/donate/donlooney63
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R4 SPRING CONFERENCE
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FOLLOW REGION 4

CONTRIBUTE
T h i s  N e w s l e t t e r  i s  t h e

v o i c e  o f  U A W  R e g i o n  4 .

L o c a l  L e a d e r s h i p  a n d

C o u n c i l s  a r e  e n c o u r a g e d

t o  s e n d  i n  a n y  s t o r i e s  t h a t

c o n t r i b u t e  p o s i t i v e l y  t o

t h e  w e l f a r e  o f  R e g i o n  4

a n d  o u r  m e m b e r s .  R e a c h

o u t  t o  o u r  R 4  O f f i c e s !

 L E A D E R S H I P  M T G :  F R I D A Y ,  A P R I L  2 4 T H  

39TH CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION
JUNE 15-18, 2026
DETROIT, MICHIGAN

ARCHIVES
A l l  i s s u e s  o f  o u r  A c t i o n  N o w

N e w s l e t t e r  c a n  b e  f o u n d  o u r

R 4  w e b s i t e  o r  b y  c l i c k i n g

A R C H I V E S  a b o v e .  W e  h a v e  a

l o t  t o  c e l e b r a t e  i n  R e g i o n  4 .  

SATURDAY, APRIL 25TH

W e  a r e  p l e a s e d  t o  h a v e  g u e s t s

w i t h  n a t i o n a l  n a m e  r e c o g n i t i o n

t e n t a t i v e l y  s c h e d u l e d  t o  a t t e n d .

S t a y  t u n e d  f o r  f u r t h e r  u p d a t e s

a s  t h e  w e e k e n d  a p p r o a c h e s !  

https://region4.uaw.org/r4-action-now-0

	R4: ACTION NOW
	ISSUE 6                            MARCH  2026
	BUILDING WORKING CLASS POWER!
	THIS ISSUE
	REGION 4 AT THE 2026 NATIONAL CAP CONFERNCE
	WELCOME FROM CAMPBELL & DESPAIN  UNON WOMEN EARN MORE  2026 PRIMARY ELECTION DATES IN R4  EQUAL PAY DAY R4 UAW MEMBERS RUN FOR OFFICE  UPDATE YOUR CONTACT INFORMATION CONTRIBUTE TO OUR NEWSLETTER  ACTION NOW ARCHIVES

	R4 MEMBERS DEMAND THE BREAD BOX AT THE 2026 BALLOT BOX
	ISSUE INTRODUCTION FROM REGION 4 DIRECTOR CAMPBELL & AD DESPAIN

	REGION 4 WOMEN’S FALL CONFERENCE
	JOIN US THIS YEAR!  OCTOBER 11-16, 2026



	UNION WOMEN EARN MORE
	Union members typically make more per week than non-union workers - but the bonus is larger yet for women. According to the National Women’s Law Center, non-union workers experience a gender wage gap of 18 cents on the dollar compared to 12 cents on the dollar for union members. Greater wage transparency, formal grievance processes, standardization in collectively bargained wages, and union representation to address wage complaints are important contributors to the shrinking wage gap women are experiencing as union members. While the gender pay gap has slightly narrowed for all fulltime workers over the past two decades in the United States, most consistently for workers ages 25-34 (Pew Research Center), there is still policy work to be done if women are to enjoy equal financial security to men.
	The Labor movement is at the forefront of these policy battles across the states. According to the Economic Policy Institute, we need policies that lift wages for all workers while also reducing the gender and racial/ethnic pay gaps, such as running the economy at full employment, raising the federal minimum wage, and protecting and strengthening workers’ rights to bargain collectively for higher wages, paid family leave, and more affordable healthcare. We need accurate federal reporting of pay by gender, race, and ethnicity; regulations that prohibit employers from asking about pay history; requirements for employers to post pay bands when hiring; and adequate staffing and funding for the Equal Employment and Opportunity Commission (EEOC).
	The EOCC has begun announcing their 2026 changes to policy and procedure under the Trump administration. To date, they have rescinded guidance on harassment in the workplace and consolidated power to politically appointed commissioners in approving or disapproving litigation. The Commission is also signaling a shift in enforcement of the Pregnant Workers Fairness Act toward reducing accommodations for pregnant women and narrowing the definition of “related medical conditions”. In the years ahead it will be more critical than ever to have employee rights explicitly outlined in our bargaining agreements as federal policy weakens on behalf of the worker. Defending working families requires defending the civil rights of working women.
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	The National Conference of State Legislatures is a great resource for primary election dates, legislative calendars, and policy trends across the states this election year.


	EQUAL PAY DAY
	Equal Pay Day in the United States was inaugurated by the National Committee on Pay and Equity in 1996, as a symbolic day highlighting how far into the year women must work to earn what men earned the previous year. Communities have begun celebrating Equal Pay Day throughout the month of March to raise awareness and direct policy goals to shrinking the wage gap.
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